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tastes and habits of the individual.    The
certainty  of   provision  afforded   by   the
military pay office, permits mental exertion
to  remain  a matter  of choice,  and the
newly attached ensign, but late a "whining
school boy," suddenly finds himself in a
position of authority, the owner of a sword
and epaulette, with money at his command,
and self-will his only monitor.    Moreover,
the youthful aspirant for military honors
is soon surrounded  by cringing natives,
who, while they cheat and plunder,  ad-
minister freely to his gratifications;  and
by companions of a similiar standing in
the  service, thoughtless as  himself,   and
anxious  to  seduce  him   into  their  own
vortex of reckless dissipation and expen-
diture.    It is to this system, that many
owe the breaking up of an originally fine
and vigorous  constitution;   it   does  the
work of the destroyer, far more certainly
than any fatigues of military duty; and to
this is India indebted for the libels heaped
upon its climate, when it is spoken of, as